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rendered during the last half century to the cause of
peace; but British opinion has been profoundly
impressed by the fact that the Prince Consort and
Queen Victoria averted a collision between Great
Britain and the United States in 1861, that the Queen
helped to save France from a second war with Ger-
many in 1875, and that the unique weight of King
Edward's personal influence was steadily thrown into
the scale of peace.

There can be no more signal instance of the decline
of republican feeling in Europe than the action taken
by Norway in 1905, upon the severance of her con-
stitutional bond with Sweden. Of all European
nations Norway is the most apt for a republic. Here
is a people of peasants, merchants, fishermen, and
sailors, free from those abrupt differences of \vealth
and station which are so painfully evident in most
European States, and preserving in its geographical
isolation and archaic simplicity of life the high spirit
of independence appropriate to a mountain race.
After a protracted and bitter constitutional struggle,
Norway succeeed in severing a connexion with
Sweden which had been forced upon her to suit the
convenience of European diplomacy ninety-one years
before. The Norwegians agitated for the creation of
a Norwegian ministry of foreign affairs, for Norwegian
consuls, for a Norwegian flag. The King of Sweden
refused to bow to the storm, and ultimately found
that he could not obtain a Norwegian ministry. The
members of the Norwegian Government laid down their
offices, and the Storthing declared that since the con-
stitutional royal power had become inoperative, the
union with Sweden under one King was dissolved.
Having broken loose from her moorings, Norway had